Highlands Neighborhood Meeting
Wednesday, November 17, 2010

The November Highlands Neighborhood meeting was held at City Hall, where about 15 residents gathered at 7 p.m. to meet and hear from Kirkland’s new City Manager Kurt Triplett. City Council member Dave Asher also attended the meeting.  
Mr. Triplett first discussed his previous work experience, including 17 years in King County government. He grew up on a cattle ranch near Cheney. He became Kirkland’s fourth city manager in June of this year. As City Manager, Kurt said he reports to the City Council, and his role is to implement the vision of the Council. 
The top priorities Kurt discussed during the meeting were: Annexation, Budget, Economic development, SR 520 tolling, and the Burlington Northern Corridor. 

Annexation: Kurt said he’s been working to ensure a smooth annexation of 33,000 residents into Kirkland by June, 2011. He stressed that the city budget is structured such that the annexation area will be “self supporting,” i.e., the amount spent on the annexation area will match the revenue generated from the annexation area.  
Budget: Kurt is in the process of finalizing this year’s budget proposal, which is reduced an additional 5% on top of last year’s reductions. The City Council will vote on the budget Dec. 7. The budget reductions include cuts to police and fire services, as well as administrative roles in the City Manager’s office.  [For details see http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/Finance_and_Administration/Budget/Budget_Documents.htm]
Economic development: Among the areas Kurt is focusing on are Parkplace and Totem Lake. He said that Parkplace development will probably take place in phases over the next ten years or so. Ground-breaking for the initial underground parking will probably take place around the end of 2011. 
As for Totem Lake, he described the summit that the city recently held, which was attended by some of the property owners. The city is actively working on some of the traffic and infrastructure issues that were identified as hindering progress. Other factors inhibiting progress include the economy and legal wrangling within the consortium that owns the property. 
SR520 Tolling: Tolling will probably begin in March, 2011. Kurt said that Kirkland is conducting a traffic volume assessment  that will help measure the impact of the tolling on Kirkland roads. If more drivers drive around the north end and through Kirkland to avoid tolling, and if Kirkland can prove this with traffic data, then Kirkland could qualify for mitigation money that will be available. 
Railroad Corridor: During his last few months as interim King County Executive (after Ron Sims went to work in DC), Kurt was instrumental in putting together a purchase agreement for the corridor. He is currently actively involved in discussions about the corridor, including efforts to expedite the transfer of ownership from the Port. (Nothing can happen until ownership is transferred.) He’s also finding out how much it would cost to purchase the section that runs through Kirkland. He is passionate about creating a trail with possible future rail use.
After several more questions from residents, the meeting adjourned about 8:30 p.m.

