A Busy Month in the Highlands

Dozens of kids attended the Third Annual Spring Gathering and Egg Hunt on April 10, and brought their parents along. Kevin Keller was a wonderful Easter Bunny, uncomplainingly sweating in a fur suit in the hot sun and providing impromptu entertainment for kids of all ages. Teresa Muro did a great job organizing the event. See photos at  http://kirklandhighlands.org/HighlandsEggHunt2004WebGallery/index.htm.

On March 21, more than 20 volunteers of all ages spent a sunny Sunday morning planting 136 native plants and shrubs in Spinney Park, cleaning up the garbage and overgrown grass under the 116th Avenue kiosk, and hauling and spreading two huge loads of wood chips. A special thanks to Julia Hungerford for organizing the event and selecting and purchasing the plants, and to Jim Szabo for the use of his truck. Be sure to stop by and see how nice Spinney Park looks, or view photos at http://kirklandhighlands.org/ParkCleanupMarch2004/index.htm.

March 29 was the first Highlands comprehensive plan meeting. The City of Kirkland is updating the Highlands chapter of its comprehensive plan for the first time since 1977, and is soliciting input from residents about land use, housing, transportation, urban design, and environmental quality. For more information, watch the large signs near the two kiosks, or check the City website at http://ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/planning/marketnorkirkhighlandspage.htm.

On March 30, the Highlands met with the City Council. Once a year the Council tries to meet with each of the neighborhood associations in Kirkland. Prior to the meeting, the City mailed each Highlands resident a postage paid card soliciting questions or issues to address at the meeting. I was impressed with the amount of time the Council members spent preparing for the meeting. Each Council member gave a short presentation on a topic (Budget, Planning, Parks, Traffic and Transportation, and City Services). They then answered questions pertaining to this topic. (The questions and answers are posted on the City website at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/neighborhood/nhood.htm.) 

The City Scoop on Dogs in Parks and Traffic Calming

The issues that generated the most discussion at the meeting were traffic, and dogs in parks. While some residents appear to be in favor of speed bumps or other traffic calming devices, the majority seem to prefer less invasive methods of reducing speed in our neighborhood. If you’re interested in being on the Highlands Transportation Improvement Committee, or would like information about it, contact Noel Schoneman, Neighborhood Traffic Control Coordinator, at 828-2238 or NSchoneman@ci.kirkland.wa.us.

Speaking of traffic, there have been two accidents at the corner of NE 87th and 116th Ave NE in the past several months: the first one took out a mailbox and a tree, and the second one took out two signs and part of a fence. I asked Sgt. Ursino of the Kirkland Police Department Traffic Division if he knew the cause of these accidents. He replied: “One I know of was caused by speed and alchohol. The other I am not sure.”

As for dogs in parks, the Council members explained that the City Council and the Park Board are in the process of deciding whether or not they will even consider providing an off-leash dog area in the City. No decision has yet been made. If the City does decide to pursue the possibility of an off-leash dog park, then issues such as location, funding, and enforcement will be investigated. Spinney Park could be one of the parks considered for off-leash dog use. Many Highlands meeting attendees spoke out strongly against this, and the Council encouraged everyone to send their comments to the Council via postal or email (citycouncil@ci.kirkland.wa.us). 

Other questions concerned liquor ads on the billboards on NE 85th, and beautification of the offramps at the NE 85th interchange. The Council explained that the City is not allowed to control the content of billboards, and that the two billboards on NE 85th will be allowed to remain until the properties they are on are redeveloped. Citizens with concerns about billboard content can write to Ackerley Communications (the billboard owner) at info@ackerleypartners.com.

The State Department of Transportation owns and maintains the NE 85th interchange. There are four offramp medians that currently consist of gravel and weeds. The DOT has allowed citizens to beautify other interchanges (such as the one at the first Woodinville exit off Hiway 522 eastbound). Perhaps the Highlands could “adopt” one of the NE 85th medians. Call Daryl White, Kirkland’s DOT contact person, at 206-440-4406 if you’d like to ask him about options.  

It’s Official: Cedar View Park

On April 6, the City Council voted to approve the name Cedar View Park for our new park. Stop by and admire the sign. The park is located at the corner of NE 90th Street and 114th Avenue NE. Congratulations to Anna Lyon, age 12, who submitted the name. I hope she will feel very proud every time she walks by the park and sees the sign with “her” name on it!

Coming Soon to a Neighborhood Near You

On May 8, Steve Hager, who designed, built, and maintains our two kiosks, will add a third kiosk to our neighborhood. This one will be located at the east entrance to Peter Kirk Elementary, and will be visible to the many adults and children who walk that way to school each day. Steve needs several more volunteers: two to dig postholes, and one or two to help assemble the kiosk at Steve’s house. Please contact Steve at s_smh@hotmail.com if you can help. 

Our next general meeting will be Thursday, May 20, from 7-8 pm at the Maintenance Center at 915 8th Street. Check our website for the agenda, or watch for email, if you’re on our list.

Our website is www.kirklandhighlands.org, and has all the latest information about what’s happening in the Highlands. You can also sign up for email, if you haven’t already.

